
	
	

AMSNDC Objectives and Purposes 
  

• Establish a cooperative organization for the leaders of basic science departments in Schools 
of Medicine, whose major mission includes the conduct of research and education in 
neuroscience. 

  
• Implement regular communications (i.e. national meetings, web/internet mechanisms), 

utilized by the Chairs of participating departments as well as guests of the Association, in 
order to discuss and disseminate local and national policies, practices and activities relevant 
to the membership. 

  
• Advocate the recognition of neuroscience-based departments as distinct entities within 

medical school organizational structures and for the provision of support and resources for 
their missions. 

  
• Foster recognition of Neuroscience as a distinct academic unit within medical 

school organizational structures, including their identity in the analysis of national activities 
and trends. 

  
• Promote and coordinate data collection, analysis, and exchange of relevant information 

between the AMSNDC, medical schools, and national organizations (e.g. NIH, NSF, NASM, 
AAMC, AMA, NCBBSC, CAS, private foundations and industry), and directly represent the 
membership in such organizations where appropriate. 

  
• Provide a platform for the membership  to identify and share emerging trends, policies and 

best  practices relevant to improving successful leadership across member departments. 
 

OFFICERS 
 

William Griffith, President 
Texas A&M Health Science Center 

 
William Guido, President-Elect 

University of Louisville 
 

Lucia Notterpek, Treasurer 
University of Florida College of Medicine 

 
COUNCILORS 

 
Cheryl Dreyfus 

Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School 

 
Mike Lehman 

University of Mississippi Medical Center 
 



	

 
 

AMSNDC 2018 AGENDA 
	

Tuesday, Feb 27 
 
 4:00 pm – 11:30 pm  AMSNDC Registration Desk 
 Lobby       Staff:  Sheilah Jewart 
 
Wednesday, Feb 28 
 
 7:00 am – 10:00 am  Buffet Breakfast - Included 
 El Corotu’ Restaurant 
 
 7:30 am – 3:00 pm  AMSNDC Registration Desk 
 Lobby       Staff:  Sheilah Jewart 
 
 8:15 am    Optional Tour: Rainforest Experience 
 Depart from Lobby  Lunch at Don Cayman Restaurant 
 
 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm  AMSNDC Welcome Reception & Dinner 
 Poolside 
 
Thurday, Mar 01 
 
 7:00 am – 10:00 am  Buffet Breakfast - Included 
 El Corotu’ Restaurant 
 
 
 7:30 am – 12:30 pm  AMSNDC Registration Desk 
 Lobby    Staff:  Sheilah Jewart 
 
 
 



 8:00 am – 12:45 pm  AMSNDC Annual Meeting 
 Camino de Cruces Room 
 
 8:00 am – 8:30 am  Welcome & Introductions   
        •Bill Griffith 
         AMSNDC President 
 
 8:30 am – 10:00 am  Panel Discussion: Departmental 
     Funding Practices and Policies 
     Panel Chair:  Lucia Notterpek 
           •Tim Ebner 
                     •Barry Stein 
                     •Kamran Khodakhah 
 
 10:00 am – 10:30 am Break 
 
 10:30 am – 11:30 am Novel Ways to Explore the 3D Architecture   
     of Cells and Neurons 

               •Gabriella Kiss, PhD 
                  Life Science Product Marketing Engineer 

  Thermo Fisher Scientific 
 
 11:30 am – 12:00 pm Q&A and Discussion 
 
 5:30 pm   Depart for Miraflores Locks at Panama Canal 
        Everyone included 
 
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm  AMSNDC Evening at the Locks 
        Private showing of Exhibits 
        Reception and Dinner on Observation Deck 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSOR 
 

 
 
 
 
  



    
Friday, Mar 02 
 
 7:00 am – 10:00 am  Buffet Breakfast - Included 
 El Corotu’ Restaurant 
 
 8:00 am – 12:30 pm  AMSNDC Annual Meeting 
 Camino de Cruces Room 
 
 8:00 am – 8:05 am  Announcements & Introduction 
        • Bill Griffith 
      
 8:05 am – 9:05 am  NIMH Priorities, Opportunities and Challenges 
         •Susan Koester, Deputy Director 
          NIMH 
 
           9:05 am – 9:30 am Q&A and Discussion with Susan Koester 
 
           9:30 am – 10:00 am  Break / Group Photo 
 
 10:00 am – 11:00 am Advocacy / Advising SfN on Government 
     Policies and Funding 
        •Lyle B. Dennis, Partner 
         CRD Associates 
    
 11:00 am – 12:30 pm Funding and Administration Models for 
     Neuroscience PhD Graduate Programs 
     Panel Chair:  Michael Lehman 
        •Cheryl Dreyfus 
        •Michael Friedlander 
        •Bill Guido 
 
 12:30 pm   Check-Out / Depart Gamboa 
        Luggage on Bus 
        Box lunch provided 
 
 1:30 pm – 3:00 pm  Tour BioMuseo - Included 
 
 3:30 pm   Check-in – Westin Playa Bonita Resort 
     
 PM    Evening on Own    
    
 
 
  



 
Saturday, Mar 03  
 
 7:00 am – 10:00 am  Buffet Breakfast - included 
 Pacifica Restaurant 
 
 8:00 am – 12:30 pm AMSNDC Annual Meeting 
 Cypress Room / Lobby Level 
 
 8:00 am – 9:00 am  AMSNDC Business Meeting 
       •Treasurer Report – Lucia Notterpek 
       •Bylaws Discussion 
       •Election of Officers 
       •AMSNDC 2019 – Bill Guido  
       •New Business 
 
 9:00 am – 9:05 am  Announcements & Introduction 
        •Bill Griffith 
 
 9:05 am – 10:05 am  Future Challenges and Opportunities of 
     Academic Medicine 
         •Vivian S. Lee 
           Former Dean and CEO University Utah Health Sci 
 
 10:05 am – 10:30 am Questions and Discussion with Vivian Lee 
  
 10:30 am – 10:45 am Break 
 
          10:45 am – 11:45 am AAMC Issues Concerning Basic Science 
 Departments 
        •Ross McKinney, CSO 
         AAMC 
 
          11:45 am – 12:30 pm Open Discussion from Topics Submitted by 
 Members 
 
 12:30 pm – 1:00 pm  AMSNDC Executive Committee Meeting 
 
 7:00 pm – 10:00 pm  AMSNDC Closing Reception & Dinner 
 Pool Deck      Salsa Lessons – Bring your dancing shoes 
 
Sunday, Mar 04 
 
 7:00 am – 10:00 am  Buffet Breakfast - included 
 Pacifica Restaurant  Airport Transfers provided by Panamazing 
     See Sheilah for departure schedule 



Attendee List for AMSNDC Panama

February 28, 2018

Participants: 28

Elie Al-Chaer

Professor & Chairperson

American University of Beirut

Phone: (501) 851-9595

ec11@aub.edu.lb

Colin J. Barnstable

Chair and Professor

Penn State College of Medicine

500 University Drive, PO Box 850, MC 

H109

Hershey, PA 17033

Phone: 717-531-6903

cjb30@psu.edu

Jin Mo Chung

Professor and Chair, Dept. of 

Neuroscience, Cell Biology, and 

Anatomy

University of Texas Medical Branch at 

Galveston

301 University Boulevard

Galveston, TX 77555-0625

Phone: 4097448723

jmchung@utmb.edu

Lyle Dennis

Partner

CRD Associates

600 Maryland Ave, SW

Suite 835W

Washington, DC 20024

ldennis@dc-crd.com

Cheryl Dreyfus

Professor and Chair

Rutgers-Robert Wood Johnson Medical 

School

Department of Neuroscience and Cell 

Biology

683 Hoes Lane

Piscaaway, NJ 08854

Phone: 732-235-5382

dreyfus@rwjms.rutgers.edu

Timothy Ebner

Professor and Head of Neuroscience

University of Minnesota - Department of 

Neuroscience

2001 6th St SE # 421 LRB

Minneapolis, MN 55455-3007

Phone: 6122965715

ebner001@umn.edu

Don Faber

Emeritus Chair and University Professor

Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Dominick P. Purpura Department of 

Neuroscience

1300 Morris Park Avenue

Bronx, NY 10461

Phone: 2125017188

dfaber@aecom.yu.edu

Itzhak Fischer

Professor and Chair

Drexel University College of Medicine

Neurobiology and Anatomy

2900 Queen Lane

Philadelphia, PA 19129

Phone: 215-991-8400

if24@drexel.edu

Michael Friedlander

Vice President for Health Sciences and 

Technology

Virginia Tech

715 Wildwood Road SW

Roanoke

Roanoke, VA 24014

Phone: 5405262013

dianesc1@vtc.vt.edu

Joel Greenspan, Joel , Ph.D.

Professor and Chair

Univ. of Maryland, School of Dentistry

650 W. Baltimore St.

8th floor South

Baltimore, MD 21201

Phone: (410) 706-7090

jgreenspan@umaryland.edu

William Griffith

Professor & Head

Texas A&M University College of 

Medicine

Department of Neuroscience and 

Experimental Therapeutics

8447 Riverside Pkwy

Bryan, TX 77807-3260

Phone: 979-229-9699

griffith@medicine.tamhsc.edu

William Guido

Professor and Chair

University of Louisville School of 

Medicine

Anatomical Sciences and Neurobiology

511 S. Floyd St

Louisville, KY 40292

Phone: 502-852-7545

william.guido@louisville.edu
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Simon Halegoua

Professor

Stony Brook University

CMM Bldg, Rm 534

Stony Brook, NY 11794-5230

Phone: 631-928-6199

simon.halegoua@stonybrook.edu

Kathryn J. Jones

Professor and Chair

Indiana University School of Medicine

635 Barnhill Dr.

MS 5035

Indianapolis, IN 46202

Phone: 317-352-9341

kjjones1@iu.edu

Kamran Khodakhah

Chair, Dominick P Purpura Department 

of Neuroscience; Vice Chair, Department 

of Psychiatry

Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Rose F. Kennedy Center, 1410 Pelham 

Parkway South

Room 903

Bronx, NY 10461

Phone: 718-430-3794

k.khodakhah@einstein.yu.edu

Gabriella Kiss

Materials & Structural Analysis Engineer

Thermo Fisher Scientific

5350 NE Dawson Creek Drive

Cell Biology Consultant & Business 

Development

Hillsboro, OR 97124

gabriella.kiss@thermofisher.com

Susan Koester

National Institute of Mental Health

Division of Neuroscience

6001 Executive Blvd - #7206C

Rockville, MD 20852

Phone: 301-443-5144

susan.koester@nih.gov

Vivian Lee

Professor of Radiology, Former Dean 

and CEO

University of Utah HSC

175 N. Medical Drive East

CNC; 5th Floor

Salt Lake City, UT 84132

Phone: 801-585-2646

Vivian.Lee@hsc.utah.edu

Michael Lehman

Chairman of Board

UMMC Neuro Institute

Dept Neurobiology and Anatomy

2500 North State Street

Jackson, MS 39216-1655

United States

Phone: 601-984-1641

mlehman@umc.edu

Irwin Levitan

Professor and Chair

Thomas Jefferson University

Department of Neuroscience

900 Walnut Street, Room 467

Philadelphia, 19107

Phone: 2158701461

irwin.levitan@jefferson.edu

Ross McKinney

Chief Scientific Officer

Assn of American Medical Colleges

655 K Street, NW

Washington

Washington, DC 20001

rmckinney@aamc.org

Lin Mei

Professor and Chair

Case Western Resreve University

School of Medicine

10900 Euclide Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44106-4975

Phone: 706-364-8869

lin.mei@case.edu

Randy Nelson

Professor and Chair

Ohio State University

Neuroscience

Columbus, OH 43210

Phone: 614-799-8586

rnelson.osu@gmail.com

Volker Neugebauer

Professor and Chair

Texas Tech University HSC

3601 4th St

Mail Stop 6592

Lubbock, TX 79430-6592

Phone: 806-743-3880

volker.neugebauer@ttuhsc.edu
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Lucia Notterpek

Professor and Chair

University of Florida

Dept of Neuroscience, 1149 SW Newell 

Drive

Room L1-100

Gainesville, FL 32610

Phone: 352-494-3999

Notterpek@ufl.edu

Michael Kerry OBanion

Vice Chair

University of Rochester School of 

Medicine & Dentistry

601 Elmwood Avenue, Box 603

Rochester, NY 14642

Phone: 585 314-5284

kerry_obanion@urmc.rochester.edu

Barry Stein

Professor and Chair

Wake Forest School of Medicine

Dept of Neurobiology & Anatomy

Winston-Salem, NC 27157

Phone: 33671674368

bestein@wakehealth.edu

Monica Vetter

Chair, Department of Neurobiology and 

Anatomy and Interim Associate Vice 

President for Research, Hea

University of Utah

20 South 2030 East

Rm. 320 BPRB

Salt Lake City, UT 84112-9458

Phone: 801-581-5494

monica.vetter@neuro.utah.edu
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